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Proceedings of the 10" meeting of Empowered Committee members held on

26.09.2024 under the chairmanshi inci i
rmanship of worth Industries) to
the Government of Himachal Pradesh. orthy Principal Secretary (
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The 10™ meeting of the Empowered Committee under the CM’s Startup Scheme was
held on 26.09.2024 under the Chairmanship of worthy Principal Secretary (Industries) to

the Government of Himachal Pradesh. The following members were present:

Sh. Rakesh Kumar Prajapati, IAS, Director Industries, Himachal Pradesh.

Sh. Anil Joshi, IFS, Member Secretary, HP Pollution Control Board, HP

Sh. Vinay Kumar, Special Secretary (Finance), Himachal Pradesh

Sh. Kul Bhushan Gautam, Joint Commissioner, State Excise & Taxation,

= O

Himachal Pradesh.

5. Sh. Anil Semwal, Joint Director, Department of Digital Technologies and
Governance, Himachal Pradesh.

6. Sh. Prithvi Singh Verma, District Labour Officer, Department of Labour &

Employment, H.P.

At the outset the Member Secretary, Empowered Committee extended a warm welcome
to all the members.

Item No. 10.1: Confirmation of Minutes of 9th meeting of Empowered Committee
Since no observation has been received from the any of the members. The Empowered
Committee confirmed the minutes of 9" meeting of the Empowered Committee held on

31/07/2023.

Item No. 10.2: Action taken on the minutes of 9th meeting of Empowered
Committee.
Action on decisions taken of 9" meeting vide item No. 9.2, 9.7 and additional agenda

item no. 1 were perused, noted and approved by all the members of Empowered

Committee. Further discussions taken on the other agenda items are as follows: -

Table 1

S. No. EC decision Action taken

1. Item No. 9.3 Regarding Progress




a * For the financial year 2021-22, a bill amounting to INR 54,000
as been submitted by HIMCOSTE, with previously utilized funds amounting to
INR 1,55,760, resulting in a cumulative expenditure of INR 2,09,760. This

exceeds the sanctioned/ maximum amount of INR 2,00,000 under the specified

head by INR 9,760.

The EC observed that HIMCOSTE did not utilize most of the

funds under other heads in Table 5, except for the operational expenses, which

is a concern as these heads include provisions critical to proliferating and

strengthening the startup ecosystem.

In view of the above, the EC has decided to regularize the over-

expenditure of ¥1,37,120 by adjusting it against the grant for the subsequent
financial years and approve the release of funds amounting to #1,62,000, with
an adjustment of 9,760 in FY 2022-23. Along with this, it was decided by the

EC to issue directions to stop operations at HIMCOSTE until further notice,
nds across other important categories

considering the underutilization of fu
rformance of incubation

designed to support the startup ecosystem and pe

centre.

Item No. 10.9: Proposal for setting up of Incubation Centre by Baddi University.
During the meeting, the proposal for setting up of Incubation

Centre by Baddi University was presented to the Empowered Committee (EC)
for consideration. After a thorough review and deliberation, the EC decided to

defer the proposal for the time being.

item No. 10.10:Regarding notification of definitions/ criteria as per States’ Startup
Ecosystem Ranking requirement.

During the meeting, it was brought to t

that the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT),

Government of India, has circulated the 5th edition of the States’ Startup

Ecosystem Ranking. The ranking highlights specific action points (2, 3, 5, and
h as Focus/Priority

he kind notice to the EC

19) which necessitate clear definitions for categories suc



Sector Startups under the "Chief Minister's Startup/Innovation Projects/New
Industries ~ Scheme,”  Public ~ Welfare  Startups, Women-led
Startups/Entrepreneurs, and Startups in Renewable Energy, Climate Change,
and Circular Economy. The EC was requested to deliberate, provide further
clarifications, and approve the definitions annexed at Annexure VIl of the
agenda. The matter was noted and approved by the EC. After detailed

deliberations the EC approved the following definitions:

Definitions of which Startups qualify to be a part of Focus Sector

To qualify as part of the focus sector under the “Chief Minister’s Startup/Innovation

startups should demonstrate innovation and

Projects/New Industries Scheme”,
ty, and social impact.

development in areas critical to economic growth, sustainabili
The key focus areas include:

Technology-Driven Innovation: Startups utilizing advanced technology or

innovative processes to solve challenges or create value in any sector.

b. Rural Infrastructure and Facilities: Startups contributing to the development of
rural areas, focusing on infrastructure, crafts, arts, water and sanitation, and

enhancing the quality of life in rural communities.
Clean Tech: Startups focused on environmental sustainability through the

development of clean technologies, including renewable energy, waste

management, and pollution reduction.
d. Agriculture, Horticulture, and Related Areas: Startups working in agricultural
innovation including agritech solutions, improving horticultural practices, or
contributing to the overall enhancement of the agricultural value chain.
Food Processing: Startups engaged in the transformation of raw ingredients into
food products, ensuring improved quality, shelf life, and nutritional value, while
also enhancing the efficiency of the supply chain.
f. Retail: Startups revolutionizing the retail sector through technology, innovation,
or new business models that improve the consumer experience or streamline

operations.




g. Tourism and Hospitality: Startups that enhance the tourism and hospitality
industry by offering innovative services, products, or experiences that attract
visitors and promote cultural heritage.

h. Mobile, IT, and ITes Including Hardware: Startups in the mobile, information
technology (IT), and IT-enabled services (ITes) sectors, including those developing

software, hardware, or digital solutions that address specific market needs or create

new opportunities.

i. Biotechnology: Startups advancing the biotechnology secto
development, and application of biological systems or organisms to create new
products, processes, or services in healthcare, agriculture, and other industries.

Il.  Definition/ Criteria of which Startups qualify to be a part of public welfare
Startups

r through research,

A Public Welfare Startup is a business venture that significantly contributes to the

social, environmental, and economic well-being of the public, especially targeting

underserved and vulnerable communities. To qualify as a Public Welfare Startup, the

following criteria should be met:

a. The startup must demonstrate that its core business model directly addresses

such as poverty alleviation, education, healthcare,

a significant social issue,

gender equality, or social inclusion.

b. The startup’s activities should promote environmental conservation, renewable

energy adoption, waste reduction, circular economy principles, or climate

change mitigation.
c. The startup should focus on economic development in marginalized or

underdeveloped areas, creating job opportunities, enhancing local

entrepreneurship, or improving access to basic services.
d. The startup should primarily serve disadvantaged, marginalized, or vulnerable

groups, including but not limited to rural populations, women, children, persons

with disabilities, and economically weaker sections.
The startup's products or services must be accessible and
target beneficiaries, ensuring broad community reach and impact.

lIl.  Definition/ Criteria of which Startups qualify to be a part of renewable energy,
climate change and Circular economy

affordable to the




and commerciaﬁzation of

S
tartups focused on the development, deployment,
wable energy in

technologies/solutions that contribute to increasing the share of rené
the energy mix, focus on innovative solutions to improve the

effectiveness, and scalability of renewable energy systems, reducing carpon
duction of greenhouse

climate resilience in
th Sustainable

emissions or decreasing reliance on fossil fuels, target the re

gases, promote carbon capture and storage, or enhance
infrastructure), align wi

vulnerable sectors (e.g., agriculture,
s, technologies, or services

Development Goals (SDGs) and develop business mode
aimed at closing the loop in product life cycles through recycling, reuse, reduce, and

remove.

IV. Women led Startups: Startups with at least oné female founder or co-founder areé
eligible.
Director Industries,

It was also approved to issué the office order in this regard by the

H.P.

item No. 10.11:Any other item with the approval of the Chair.

/

Directorof Industries
Himachal Pradesh

Principal Secretary (Industries) to the Gowt.
’ of Himachal Pradesh

efficiency, cost-




